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no doctrine can be called esoteric, which is opea
to all who are able and willing to enter *. In all
this, we must never forget that we are dealing
with India, where, at the time when the Upani-
shads were composed and taught, there existed
no MSS. A teacher was the depositary, the
living representative of a literary composition, and
it was left free to every teacher to judge whom
they wished to have for their pupil, and whom
they thought fit to decline. Private tutors do
the same at Oxford, but no one would call their
teaching esoteric.

We sometimes read that it is the father's duty
to teach these higher doctrines to his son, and if
the father's place is taken by a teacher, he is
enjoined to see that his pupil is of a serene mind
and endowed with all necessary qualities (Maitr.
Up. VI, 29); but we never read that pupils
properly qualified were excluded. We read again

1 It has been truly said that the Gnostic tradition was secret
in" so far only as all Christians did not, as a matter of fact,
understand it, yet not secret in so far as all ought to understand
it. Hence Clement denied that the Church possessed S&axas
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cf. Bigg, Bampton Lectures on Christian Platonists, 1888, p. 57.

G